Denise Swanson: Murder of a Royal Pain — A Reading Group Guide

Warning! These questions contain MANY spoilers.

If you have not already read the book, do not read these questions
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1. In Murder of a Royal Pain, Skye’s role in her position as school psychologist is challenged.

a) Do you think Skye’s insecurities affected her judgment regarding the new social worker?

b) Should she have been more or less suspicious of Jackie?

c) Were Skye’s reactions reasonable for the situation?

2. Several parents are portrayed in Murder of a Royal Pain.
a) Were Annette Paine and Evie Harrison typical of a certain type of parent?

b) Do you think it’s okay for parents to do whatever is necessary to give their children an advantage in competitions/sports?

c) What did you think of Mrs. Idell? Was she over the top or just protecting her child?

3. School politics play a big part in Murder of a Royal Pain.

a) Skye had worked for all three principals for several years whereas Jackie was brand new, but they all still took Jackie’s side. Do you think the principals treated Skye unfairly?

b) Should Skye have stood up for herself more, or would that have made the situation worse?

c) Is it unreasonable for the principals to expect so much from Skye, or are they only reacting to her need to be helpful?

4. In Murder of a Royal Pain, Skye is more alone than previous books since both Wally and her parents are out of town for the majority of the story.

a) Do you think Skye handled the situation with Sgt. Quirk well, or could she have done something differently and perhaps gotten him on her side?

b) Did Skye agree to work with Kurt Michaels because she thought he could help in her investigation, or was she attracted to him and used that as an excuse?

c) Do you think that Skye’s feelings about Wally not asking her to accompany him to his father’s bedside influenced her actions regarding Kurt?

5. The theme of Murder of a Royal Pain is that everyone has two faces: the one they show the world and the one they wear in private.

a) Who, besides Jackie, in this book had the most difference between their two faces?

b) What did you think of Kurt’s revelation? Should he have been honest with Skye and warned her of the danger?

c) What did you think of Dr. Paine’s assertion that his wife didn’t care if he cheated, and that she, in fact, encouraged it?

6. In the first book of this series Skye reluctantly comes back to Scumble River because she’s been fired, jilted, and maxed out her credit cards. Her original plan was to save money, get a decent job reference, and then leave, but in the next nine books she slowly becomes more invested in the town. In Murder of a Royal Pain, Jackie wants Skye’s life — the life Skye originally couldn’t wait to escape.

a) Do you think Jackie made Skye realize what she had?

b) Do you think Skye will now admit she’s happy in Scumble River?

c) What do you think will be Skye’s answer to Wally’s final question?
