Denise Swanson: Murder of Pink Elephant — A Reading Group Guide

Warning! These questions contain MANY spoilers.

If you have not already read the book, do not read these questions
[image: image1.png]Murder of o
Pink
Elephan;





Signet * ISBN 0-451-21210-X

1.  A great deal of Skye's energy is centered on her profession as a school psychologist.

a) How does Skye being a school psychologist influence her actions?

b) Does this add to the story?

c) Does Skye’s profession make her involvement in solving the mystery more convincing?

2.  Skye’s brother Vince plays a large role in this book.

a) Do you think he and Skye are as different as she thinks they are?

b) Do you think their birth order and/or gender is the cause of their differences?

c) What purposes does the Vince serve in this book?

3. Murder of a Pink Elephant centers around a garage band.
a) Do think the stereotypes of musicians are accurate?

b) Why do so many women seem to fall for musicians?

c) Do you think the idea of sex, drugs, and rock and roll is an antiquated notion, or is the music world still living by that credo?

4. There’s a land developer in Murder of a Pink Elephant trying to buy up all the farmland.

a) Is the current real estate bust a blessing in disguise, since that type of development has nearly stopped?

b) Given that farmers are notoriously overworked and underpaid, do you think it’s wrong for someone to sell their family farm (thus becoming financially secure) to a developer?

c) Is there a solution to the problem of overdevelopment versus the low profits most farmers make?

5. Even a small high school like that in Scumble River has drug usage.

a) Do you think that school staff does enough to stop the kids from using drugs?

b) Do you think the parents do enough to stop the kids from using drugs?

c) Do you think Nancy Reagan’s Just Say No campaign or the DARE programs are effective?

