Denise Swanson: Murder of a Sweet Old Lady — A Reading Group Guide

Warning! These questions contain MANY spoilers.

If you have not already read the book, do not read these questions.
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1. Murder of a Sweet Old Lady is essentially about family relationships.

a) Are family relationships more intense with large extended families or with small nuclear families?

b) Do you think there is a black sheep in every family?

c) Do you think the saying "you can pick your friends, but not your family" is how Skye feels about her family?

2. In Murder of a Sweet Old Lady most of the characters think that because of her age, Grandma’s death should be considered natural and not investigated.

a) Do you think the elderly are often discounted in our society?

b) Do you think that with the Baby Boomers growing older this will change?

c) Do you think that the elderly are often “helped along to their deaths” by their relatives?

3. The Catholic Church plays a large role in this book.

a) Do you feel Mona was a victim of her religion?

b) Do you think Mona was a victim of her husband’s religious beliefs?

c) Do believe that most religions have both a good and bad side, and that it’s the people, not the religion, who make the choice which side to follow?

4. This is the second book in the series. In the first book, Wally Boyd was married. At the end of this book, his wife has left him for another man.

a) Do you think part of his wife’s reason for leaving was Wally’s affection for Skye?

b) Do you think that subconsciously Skye betrayed Wally’s trust on purpose because she was afraid of a relationship with him?

c) Do you think Wally’s wife is gone for good?

3. Many characters in this book have secrets.

a) Do people have a right to their secrets? What about if by keeping those secrets, others are hurt?

b) Who has a right to know another person’s secrets?

c) Who has a right to reveal another person’s secrets?

