Denise Swanson: Murder of a Small-Town Honey — A Reading Group Guide

Warning! These questions contain MANY spoilers.

If you have not already read the book, do not read these questions.
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1. In Murder of a Small-Town Honey, despite burning her bridges with a nasty valedictorian speech, Skye is forced to return to her hometown after a twelve-year absence.

a) Do you think it’s ever a good idea to move back home?

b) If you do move back, is it possible to retain your independence?

c) Do think Skye has changed her opinion about Scumble River by the end of the book?

2. Mother/daughter relationships (the balance between being someone's child and being an adult).

a) Can you ever have an adult-to-adult relationship with a parent?

b) How do you think Skye handles her mother’s somewhat obsessive love?

c) What roles do you think Skye’s father and brother play in the mother/daughter relationship?

3. Professional skills and ethics.

a) How does Skye being a school psychologist influence her actions?

b) How do her professional ethics impact her ability to share information that might solve the crime with the police?

c) Does her profession add to the story?

4. Murder of a Small-Town Honey is set during the Scumble River’s Chokeberry Festival. Both the murder and Skye's arrival in town stir up the past.

a) Do you think the past is ever truly over?

b) Is a person’s past kept more alive in a small town versus a city or suburb?

c) Do you think others ever forgive you for your past?

5. Recovery/starting over.

a) Many characters in Murder of a Small-Town Honey face the task of starting over; do you think it’s possible to make a fresh start?

b) Do think it’s harder to start over in a small town where everyone knows you (but are also there to support you), than a big city where you can be anonymous (but are on your own)?

