Denise Swanson: Dead Between the Lines — A Reading Group Guide
Warning!  These questions contain MANY spoilers.
If you have not already read the book, do not read these questions.
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1. The plot of Dead Between the Lines involves a multitude of secrets.  Do you think that secrets nearly always cause problems?

2. In this book, Lance hides that he is the author of a commercially successful book because he is ashamed of the content.  Do you think you can tell when a writer has produced a novel that he or she isn't proud of having written?

3. The Devereaux's Dime Store mysteries are set in Missouri, yet readers from all over the map seem to see their own small town, or the small town where they grew up, when they read these books.  What in Dead Between the Lines' setting lends itself to be thought of as the quintessential small town?  Do you think the victim's poetry dissing small towns had a thread of truth to it?

4. Dead Between the Lines starts with a meeting of the Stepping Out Book Club.  Does it resemble your club at all?  Would you want to be a member?

5. What do you think of the relationship between Poppy and her father?  Can you see such a damaged relationship ever healing?

6. In this book, Devereaux is struggling with her own romantic entanglements. Do think her problems influenced her ability to solve the mystery?  Do they add to the story?

7. What are the roles of Noah and Jake in this novel?  Do think either now have an advantage in winning Dev's affections?

