Denise Swanson: Murder of a Smart Cookie — A Reading Group Guide

Warning!  These questions contain MANY spoilers.
If you have not already read the book, do not read these questions.
[image: image1.png]



Signet * ISBN 0-451-21584-2

1. A great deal of Skye's energy is centered on her profession as a school psychologist — even though Murder of a Smart Cookie takes place during the summer, how does Skye being a school psychologist influence her actions? Does this add to the story?

2. One of the classic problems faced by authors of amateur sleuth mysteries is how to involve her protagonist in the crime in a convincing way. How does Swanson deal with this problem in Murder of a Smart Cookie? Does her method work for you?

3. Readers have commented on how much food is emphasized in the series. What purposes does the food serve in this book? How does the food Skye and her family eat compare with what you and your family eat?

4. Murder of a Smart Cookie is set during the Route 66 100-Mile Yard Sale. Both the collectibles sold during the sale and Route 66 have a connection with the past. Why do you think people like to collect old memorabilia? Why do they love the idea of the old Route 66 so much?

5. The Scumble River mysteries are set in Central Illinois, yet readers from all over the map seem to see their small town, or the small town where they grew up, when they read the books. What in Murder of a Smart Cookie's setting lends itself to be thought of as the quintessential small town?

6. In Murder of a Smart Cookie, Skye is witness to several "battles of the sexes." One involves her parents, one her best friend, and one her students — basically the three stages of love. What do you see as the differences/similarities of each stage?

7. Since Swanson's books are generally devoid of bloodshed, she must find a way that is not particularly violent to reveal and catch the killer. In Murder of a Smart Cookie, Skye orchestrates a confession and entrapment of the killer by using her intellect and the evidence she has gathered. Does this ending provide the page-turning suspense mystery readers seem to like?

8. What is the role of Bunny in this novel? Compare and contrast her with Skye's mother May — with Cookie — with Faith.

9. In Murder of a Smart Cookie, Skye must move back in with her parents. What do you think of this arrangement? What are the repercussions of the "Boomer" generation moving back home as adults?

10. In Murder of a Smart Cookie, Skye is having doubts about her relationship with Simon. Her attraction to Wally is growing. Which guy do you think would be best for her? Why

