Denise Swanson: Murder of Chocolate-Covered Cherry

— A Reading Group Guide

Warning! These questions contain MANY spoilers.

If you have not already read the book, do not read these questions
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1. In Murder of a Chocolate-Covered Cherry, Skye gives into her mother’s pleas to enter a cooking contest.

a) Do you think Skye is spineless for trying to make her mother happy?

b) Where should adult children draw the line with their parents?

c) Are May’s actions selfish, or does she do what she does because she thinks it’s in her daughter’s best interest?

2. Speaking of parents, Wally’s father visits Scumble River in Murder of a Chocolate-Covered Cherry.

a) Was Carson Boyd right in trying to persuade Skye to help him get Wally to tell the truth about his reason for staying in Scumble River?

b) Is Wally really only staying in Scumble River because of Skye?

c) Are Carson’s actions selfish, or does he think it’s in his son’s best interest to move back to Texas?

3. Families play a big part in Murder of a Chocolate-Covered Cherry.

a) Is it fair that Grandpa Fine excluded Brandon from the will because he wasn’t his biological grandson, or does he have a right to leave his money to whomever he chooses?

b) Is it fair that Grandma Fine is leaving all her money to charity, even though she knows that will leave Brandon out in the cold while the rest of the family will be rich?

c) Is it unreasonable for Brandon to feel bitter that if the sale of the factory goes through, his source of income will be gone, or should he stand on his own two feet? Even if he was raised as a rich man’s son?

4. In Murder of a Chocolate-Covered Cherry, Xenia writes a "tell all" article for the student paper and slips it past the sponsors.

a) Did Xenia write this article because she thought it would be good for the paper, or to stir up trouble?

b) Did Ashley’s parents threaten to sue because they truly thought Xenia was lying, or because they didn’t want to deal with the truth?

c) Was it Xenia’s fault that Ashley ended up hurt and stranded?

5. Wally and Skye consummated their relationship in the previous book, but in Murder of a Chocolate-Covered Cherry, their relationship is already being tested.

a) Why did Wally not tell Skye his father had been visiting Scumble River?

b) Do you think Simon is still in love with Skye and will try to win her back?

c) What do you think of May’s reasons for not wanting Skye to end up with Wally?
