Denise Swanson: Murder of a Sleeping Beauty — A Reading Group Guide

Warning! These questions contain MANY spoilers.

If you have not already read the book, do not read these questions
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1. Lorelei Ingels is the victim in this book.

a) Is she the only one?

b) Do you think Lorelei’s mother is unusual in her quest to have the "perfect" daughter and relive her own youth through her daughters?

c) Is it more or less horrible that Lorelei’s death was a mistake rather than an intentional murder?

2. Murder of a Sleeping Beauty is about the politics of popularity.

a) How much power do the popular kids really wield in school?

b) Does having so much power at a young age induce the "mean girl" behavior seen in this book?

c) Does having so much power at a young age give teens the wrong idea of what real life will be like?

3. Secondary characters in novels often play an important role in the story.

a) What are the roles of Frannie and Justin in this book?

b) What do you think of the Dooziers and their relationship to Skye?

c) Skye’s friend Trixie has a large role in this book. Which of her characteristics does Skye lack, and vice versa?

4. In Murder of a Sleeping Beauty Skye is estranged from both Simon and Wally.

a) How do you think Skye’s estrangement from both men affects her ability to investigate and solve the crime?

b) Skye’s luck with boyfriends has been awful — her fiancé dumps her, Kent turns out to be the town Lothario — should she just swear off men?

c) Do you think either Simon or Wally will break her unlucky streak?

5. The world of children’s beauty pageants are explored in this book.

a) What message do you think is sent to the kids who participate in children’s beauty pageants?

b) Have they gone too far — dressing little girls in seductive outfits, applying heavy makeup, and elaborate hairstyles?

c) Are adult beauty contests any better?

