Denise Swanson: Murder of Bookstore Babe — A Reading Group Guide

Warning! These questions contain MANY spoilers.

If you have not already read the book, do not read these questions
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1. One of the themes in Murder of a Bookstore Babe is the resistance to change.

a) Why do you think so many people dislike change?
b) Are the Scumble Riverites unreasonable in their resistance?

c) Do you think the addition of the bookstore was a positive change?

2. Another theme in Murder of a Bookstore Babe is the repercussions of trying to force someone to remain the same.

a) What is your first thought when you see a couple with one person in the relationship trying to control the other person?

b) Why do you think so many people seem to get involved in a relationship and then immediately try to change the other person?
c) Do you think it’s possible for one person to change himself or herself in order to make another person happy?

3. In Murder of a Bookstore Babe, Skye is forced to investigate several of her relations and close friends.
a) Why does she do it? Would it have been better if Wally dealt with those suspects?

b) The way Skye handles these delicate interviews is to mislead her relatives and friends as to what is her real purpose in visiting them. Is that fair?

c) Is it better to eliminate someone as a suspect without upsetting them, or should she have been honest?

4. By the end of Murder of a Bookstore Babe, Simon has made it clear to Skye that he wants her back, and her agreeing to marry Wally will not stop Simon from pursuing her.

a) Do you think Simon deserves another chance with Skye?

b) Do you think Simon is being honest when he claims that he now believes in soul mates?

c) Do think Simon's pursuit of Skye could be seen as stalking?

5. During Murder of a Bookstore Babe Skye and Wally are attempting to obtain an annulment for Wally — a lengthy process.

a) Do you think it’s reasonable for Skye to ask Wally to jump through these hoops for her?
b) Should Skye and Wally live together until the annulment is granted?

