Denise Swanson: Murder of Barbie and Ken — A Reading Group Guide

Warning! These questions contain MANY spoilers.

If you have not already read the book, do not read these questions
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1. Murder of a Barbie and Ken is about the illusion of perfection and the lengths that people will go to in order to maintain that illusion.

a) Did Barbie and Ken contribute to their own murder?

b) Can the victim ever be to blame — even partially?

c) Barbie and Ken appeared to have the perfect life — do you think perfection is attainable?

2. Murder of a Barbie and Ken opens with Skye at a product demonstration party.

a) How many people do you think really enjoy attending these types of parties?

b) When you attend one, do you feel obligated to buy something?

c) Are these parties a fun night out with the girls or have women been brainwashed into feeling they have no choice but to participate?

3. Instead of using her intellect to catch the murderer in Murder of a Barbie and Ken, Skye and Simon fall into the murderer’s trap.

a) Should Skye have figured out the murderer’s identity sooner?

b) Did you know whodunit and why?

c) Do enjoy a book in which the sleuth solves the mystery or one with more page-turning suspense?

4. Swanson uses her own experiences as inspiration for her books. Which scene(s) in this book do you think was based on her own experiences?

a) The opening scene where Skye is dressed in wallpaper during the product demonstration party?

b) The couples’ orgy scene that Skye spies on from her hiding place?

c) The scene in the grocery store during the blizzard?

5. Simon’s mother Bunny pops up in this book.

a) Should Skye have allowed her to move in?

b) Does meeting Bunny help Skye understand Simon better?

c) Does Bunny grow at all in this book?

